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INTRODUCTION

Lebanon is a small democratic country with a papoh less than 4 million and a wide
range of diversity. There are at least eighteefemint religious sects, and nineteen different
political parties, (Collelo, 1987). This diversityas created tension where each group desired to
create a country that is custom-made to suit ishes ignoring the needs of the others. This had
led to many clashes in the country, some of wheeldIto civil wars. Lebanon has witnessed two
civil wars since its independence in 1943; a shod (1958), and a protracted one (1975-1990).
Recently, Lebanon has managed to escape the dineétrnal divisions and conflicts during the
2006 war and in 2008.

The Lebanese constitution affirms human rights; &, after thirty years of war and
violence, Lebanon failed to carry on the true megmif democracy. Violence includes physical,
verbal and mental oppression becoming a commonagphenon, which affects the Lebanese
family and society as well as institutions.

Young citizens have been severely influenced bydastity separation and been involved in
different acts of violence, (Jabbour, K. 2012, p28ague Agenda in 1999 affirm that in order to
combat the culture of violence that pervades owie$p the coming generation deserves a
radically different education — one that does notity war but educates for peace and non-
violence and international cooperation. These detnate the urgent need for a curriculum that
helps young Lebanese to understand and live inepaad harmony. The Lebanese education
system is a powerful tool capable of playing anontgnt role in shaping the way our children

view each other, and can prompt a nationwide haymon

2. LITERATURES REVIEW

2.1. Lebanon in Context

Lebanon is a democratic country with a populatiessithan 4 million. There are at least
eighteen different religious sects, and ninetedfergint political parties. Lebanese formed
separate identity groups based on their ethnigioels, and/or political following that are not
tolerated or accepting of the others. This haslggced much tension and many clashes in the

country, some of which lead to civil wars.



ISSN: 2036-5683 - EISSN: 2036-5462

Topologik - Rivista Internazionale di Scienze Filosofiche, Pedagogiche e Sociali/ ( ()

Topologik - International Journal of Philosophy, Educational and Social Sciences / / c—%/
Wtcateorece twecttes

n. 14 /11 semestre 2013 - Issue n° 14 / Second semester 2013
Published By

PELLEGAIN

EDITORE
Lebanon has witnessed two civil wars since its rethelence in 1943; a short one (1958), and

a protracted one (1975-1990). Recently, Lebanonneasaged to escape the threat of internal
divisions and conflicts during the 2006 war and2®08. Ever since the last civil war, the
Lebanese citizens have become more attached aalddotheir different ethnic, religious, and/or
political leaders more than to Lebanon.

Lebanese constitution affirms human rights; howgea#er thirty years of war and violence,
Lebanon failed to carry on the true meaning of damy. Violence includes physical, verbal
and mental oppression becoming a common phenomesnich) affects the Lebanese family and

society as well as institutions.

2.2. Impacts of the conflict on education

As we mentioned above, Lebanese young citizensféea going to schools where there is
not much diversity among students; not giving thtee chance to be much exposed to cultural
perspectives of the others until later in life whieay enter college. As a result, young adult are
often carrying the baggage of their culture anadhiitig separation into college, which disallow a

start on creating the social cohesion that is rrdzetdep LR ‘ ©

avoid further conflict. Furthermore, the curregt iué-
influences of the conflicts within ethnic, religmuand/or %LL_,
political groups on the higher education system &J "
upsetting. Political turbulence in the country hesto physical, verbal, and mental oppression in
many universities in Lebanon. Political violencdécoming a common phenomenon.
Sometime students were involved in different aftgolence, (Worth, 2009, p5).
In 2011 classes at the Lebanese Univergyym
were suspended following clashes involvin
over 200 students, (Dhumieres, 2011).

November 2011, clashes at Lebane

Lebanese Riot Palice in front of the American
University of Beirut's Main Gate on the Student
Representative Committee Elections in 2010

American University (LAU) campus betwee

political groups left seven students and the

head of campus security injured, (The Daity

Star news, November 02, 2011). The above incidamntsexamples of what is ongoing at
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Lebanese universities. In January 2007, a sudddmweaak of violence at the Arab University in
Beirut campus; four students were killed and mbent30 students were wounded in escalating
sectarian violence, (Fox News, 2007). In 1984, Ameerican University of Beirut school’s
president was assassinated on AUB campus by andtagl@ result of political violence. Prior to
his assassination, he implemented a rule forcihgtatlents to sign a promise that they would
not involve themselves in political activities oniversity grounds, (Ziad M., 1984, p. 14).

The above incidents represent a few examples difigab violence at university
campuses in Lebanon. University students are pthyepolitical tension on an ongoing basis,
much of which is not reported. As a result of tindhealthy situation, it is obvious that there is a
need to put into practice a peace educational pmghat can shape the way youngest view each
other, and help to diminish the impact of persistéinisions and delusions. A program can
contribute to peace and stability on every levetluding family, society and the country as a

whole.

2.3. Peace Education

Peace education is often illustrated as an impbrtegans for solving issues and mending the
harm done to a society torn by conflict or war. Ke@r, many supporters of peace education
also identify it as a method to put a stop to donflf peace education is to be the building block
of a peaceful and democratic society, it must cottage on more than the destructive. If the
thought of peace is to go before the thought ofthan it has to be developed from the first birth
of independent thought. In the words of Mahatmadbafif we are to teach real peace in this
world and if we are to carry on a real war agawat, we shall have to begin with the children.”
Offspring are born with an intrinsic logic of appeb, acceptance and cooperation. They start
their life with no biases and are not judgmentéle3e qualities are shaped afterward in response
to their relations with society.

Hypothesizing about psychosocial growth stagestrigh to middle age, Erik Erikson
proposes that the first year of life, is the perafdnoral growth, where the character wants to
trust with disregard to their view of the persord dhe situation. This period is important to
promote the development of moral conscience. Fadleldievement of this phase can have

longiterm effects on the individual's sense of apprefeengnd suspicion of others. This
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apprehension can take many shapes, including tpeelagnsion of losing something or being
subject to unpleasantness in the form of harassraergh at or isolation.

According to Erikson, each phase influence the .n€ke kid realizes to apply self control
and will in the following phase, start to imperstnadults and develop a self image by the time
they reach twelve years old. Achievement of eadselwill influence the quality of the relations
between the individual and society, (Harder, 2009k early stages of life are important for an
individual's ethical development; it is throughdbe education years that an adolescent trained
to discover their own individuality and personalilly view of that, the seeds for peace should be

sown early on in school.

2.4. National Civic Education

Lebanon’s education systems are the main institiigshave an effect on younger citizen.
Education institutes not only have an impact onititellectual development of young citizen,
but also their mental, emotional, and social dgwalent as well. The government recognize of
the importance of the education system as an infilaletool. Following the French mandate
(1918-1943), the Lebanese government establishegbgary transitions towards an independent
republic through designing standardized curriculugver since 1925, the government has made
an attempt to promote harmony and nationwide samlesion by designing a standardized
national civic and history school curriculum in erdto impact young citizens’ mental,
emotional, and social development, and assist motlshing the impact of persistent divisions
and misconceptions, (Frayha, 2003).

Civic education in Lebanon became a statutory stilajed it is formally taught for 30 hours
per year across all grade levels, from grades otedlve (Frayha, 2003). The Civics textbook
throughout all Lebanese schools is an identicdlgaklished by the Ministry of Education and it
is obligatory by the Ministry of Education. Theldamese Civic Education last updated in 1997
as part of the revised of the Lebanese Nationafi€uum. It primarily focus is the knowledge
of civil rule, relations, Lebanese and Arab ideest (Frayha, 2003).

However, according to Frayha, the civic curricullanked an essential theme in educating
students about their society and pluralism. Thigccy leads young citizen to confusion about

their society. Young citizens have been directedgdsume of their society as a homogeneous,
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however all around them, they have been dealing mibfound diversity and conflicts. They

have been educated that Lebanon is a self-goveragindependent nation with an Arab
aspect, yet they are confused about the meaningwbee Lebanese, Arab, or Lebanese-Arab,
(Frayha, 1985).

2.5. The Face of Modern Lebanese Education

The modern of Lebanese education has been shap#éte byngoing controlled by ethnic,
religious, or political leadersrayha in 2009 articulated that “the opposition of redigs groups
on several subjects has prevented the emergencewofunited curricula. For example, in
relation to history curricula, sects have advocdbedeaching it from their own perspective and
were the main opponents of a new single textbool& continues by documenting “Sects’
leaders were also successful after the civil wantpose religious education in public schools,
which was traditionally absent before the war, desfhe opposition of many secularists in
Lebanon. Two separate textbooks for each faith wezated for each grade with no information
about the other religion; actually the writing ofcammon book for Christian and Muslim
students based on common spiritual values was eéfly the sects”, (Frayh2009). The
Minister of Education, Dr. Khaled Kabbani (as citedHarrison, 2007), called for the separation
of state and education, particularly in light oé tiact that sectarian politics and sympathies often
get in the way of making any real inroads on edanateform; Dr. Kabbani considers that
educational development will only be accomplisheldemw it is in conjunction with political

reform and general restructuring of the governmgteysrison, 2007, p121).

2.6. Classrooms in Context

Lebanese kids are often going to schools where tisenot much diversity among students;
not giving them the chance to interact with diffg#resects. As a result, they are not much
exposed to cultural perspectives of the otherd tatér in life when their preconceptions have

been solidified. Mackey in 2006 articulated thateblanese youth
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of their own confession, often barely meeting at@fdof another faith”, (p. 131). Paul Salem (as
cited in Harrison, 2007) articulated “I think theykthing is having kids grow up together; there’s
nothing you can say in the classroom... if you ddia it, it's going to have limited impact. So

| would say the key is growing up together in sdhdbat are mixed”.

3. RESEARCH STUDY
3.1 Mythology

This study investigates the civic education prograhLebanese school. The investigation
examines students’ concepts of civic knowledge exulored their learning experiences in the
classroom and any related education issues and Bhisseffort led to an understanding that can
guide governments, professionals and educatorsi@ealmodify, and develop civic educational
programs at the Lebanese schools. The researclsregre based on the findings of the data
gathered from the questionnaire surveys and tleevietws. The survey instrument of the study
was a paper survey that was used to gather data#@ostudents from 8 different schools. The
researcher chooses to explore students in gradentbigrade eleven. Each student completed a
10 minute questionnaire survey. The survey was wcted in the fall of 2013. The
guestionnaire surveys were administered in Araimgliage.

The schools chosen for this study were an arragtloficities and socioeconomic levels. The
students from all the different schools were tréate a single group; therefore no distinction was
made between the schools. This study was conducted manner that protected the
confidentiality of the participants. The instrumemsed in this study was a questionnaire
administered in paper and pencil form. Survey itemese developed based on an extensive
literature review as well as querying participamésng an exploratory questionnaire. The study

gathered quantitative data to answer the researestigns.

3.2 Research Questions
The objective of this research was to capture stisd@wareness and attitudes toward the
accountability and mechanisms of peace and demycrathe results can strengthen our

understanding and guide governments, professioaats educators evaluate, modify, and
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develop peace programs in the Lebanese schoolthislnesearch study, the following research
guestions were addressed:

Research Question 1: What are the overall students’ understanding oE@@ad democracy?
Research Question 2: What are the overall young citizens’ attitudest@fard accountability
and mechanisms of peace and democracy in Lebanon?

Research Question 3: What are the attitudes of young citizens towasese of security?

3.3 Instrument

The instrument used in this study was a questioaraministered in paper and pencil form.
Survey items were developed based on an extendgamatlre review as well as querying
participants using an exploratory questionnairee Tihstrument used in this study was
administered in Arabic language and translatedngligh to serve up this documentation of this
research. The survey was 1 page in length andappkoximately 10 minutes to finish. In order
to validate the content of the survey, three expesfessors were asked to evaluate the survey

guestionnaire. The data collected was enteredacomputer and analyzed.

4. DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS
4.1. Survey Implementation and Collection

We conducted a survey in eight schools from OctdbeNovember 2013. The schools
chosen are in the different distracts area andidecboth public and private schools in order to
capture young citizens’ attitudes and understandingut peace and democracy and a sense of
security. The researcher visited the school’s jgpies who agreed to participate. The school’s
principles were given the opportunity to be invalve the study; the school’s principles who
decided to participate were acknowledged verbalfy this study was voluntary and that it was
understood that all information would remain coafitdlal. The researcher administrated the
survey to grade ten and eleven at the school wheedgo participate. By the mid November
2013, the researcher collected 70 survey questimmd@rom 8 different schools. The data
collected from the survey was entered in the steaet software and then transferred to SPSS

software, for further analysis.
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4.2. Survey Objectives

The specific objectives of the survey were theolelhg:

» Capture the understanding of peace and democracy

» Capture the opinions about the role of young aiszen the peace and democracy

building process

» Capture the opinions about achieving peace and dacwin Lebanon

» Capture the respondents’ opinions about sensewofitse
It is our hope that this report will assist polioyakers to develop coherent and integrated
effective peace education programs that promoteeesnd social coherence among the

Lebanese people

4.3 Research Design and Instruments

The survey instrument was designed to collect qguadive data on seven topics. The
instrument was first developed in Arabic and it vi@slated to English in order to serve the
purpose of writing this report.
Research Instruments: The survey instrument covetegdics including:

1. Understanding of peace and democracy
Attitudes toward the accountability and mechanisiseace and democracy
The role of young citizens’ in the peace and demogcbuilding process

Sense of Security

a ~ w0

Achieving peace and democracy

5. DATA RESULTS
5.1 Demographic Information
A total of 70 surveys were conducted in eight défé schools within the Beirut area. The

researcher administrated the survey to grade tenedaven in eight different schools within
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districts in the Beirut area. Therefore, the restdt the selected group may not be representative
of the attitudes of all Lebanese students. Tabkhdws the demographic information of the
respondents. The ratio of female-to-male respomsdemhs almost equal (54 percent of

respondents were female).

Table 1: Demographic Data
Gender of the responder| Frequency Percent
Male 31 45.71
Female 38 54.29
Total 70 100.0

5.2. Young Citizens’ Attitudes and Understanding oPeace and Democracy

Student’s respondents were asked about their@ggsttoward peace, democracy and security
and how it could be achieved. In order to gainHhertinsight into their responses, it was
important to understand how student’s respondemitenstood the concept of peace and

democracy.

5.2.1. Understanding of Peace and Democracy

Student’s respondents were asked: What do yousségeahree most important criteria for
peace and democracy? Close to three-quarterseofespondents (74%) related peace and
democracy with the “End of war violence and confbehaviors” and 33 percent defined it as
“Providing protection and security”. Respondentsoahssociated peace and democracy with
“Strong economy” (33%) and “Tolerant of the othergligious or political parties” was
mentioned by (27%). Twenty six percent also refro it as having “Strong Government”;
“Education” was mentioned by 11 percent. Four pairoé respondents associated the concept of
peace with other criteria. It is important to ndteat respondents did not show a uniform

understanding of peace and democracy, (Table Rré&ih).

Table 2: What do you see as the three most impoetédaria for Peace and Democracy?

Frequenc Percer
Valid Strong Economy 23 329
100% literacy 8 114
Strong Government 18 25.7
Tolerant of the others’ religious or politii views 18 27.1
Providing protection and secut 23 32.¢
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Table 2: What do you see as the three most impioctdaria for Peace and Democracy?

Frequency Percent

valid Strong Economy 23 329

100% literacy 8 114

Strong Governmer 18 25.7

End of war, violence and conflict behaviors 52 74.3

Others 3 4.3

What do you see as the three most important 74%
criteria for peace and Democracy ?
33% 33%
26% 27%
11%
]
|,
lolerant of L End of war,
Stron Stran the others’ Providing violence and
& 100% literacy e o protection o Other
Economy Government | religiousor _ conflict
L i and security i
political views behaviors
‘Seriesl 33% 11% 26% 27% 33% 74% 4%

Figure 1: What do you see as the three most impioctéeria for peace and democracy?
5.2.2. What is the Role of the Young Citizen in thPeace and the Democracy Building Process?

According to the survey, 36 percent respondents et young citizen has no role in the
peace and the democracy building process. Wheéiepsrcent said that young citizen has some
role but infective; and 26 percent said that youarigen is no active role; and 9 percent don’t
know/ can't say. Only 3 percent of the respondsaid that young citizen has an important role
in the peace and the democracy building proces$ss Supports the need to target young citizen

in building awareness about their role in peacedsardocracy building, (Table 3, Figure 2).

Table 3: What is the role of the young citizentia peace and democracy building proc

Frequenc Percer

Valid  No role 25 35.7
Some role but ineffecti 19 27.1

They arinot active 18 250
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Table 3: What is the role of the young citizentia peace and democracy building proc

Frequenc Percer
valid  No role 25 35.7
Some role but ineffectiy 19 27.1
They arinot active 18 250
Don’'t Know/ Can't Sa 6 8.€
They have important rol 2 2.8

What are the role of the Lebanese young citizen in the peace and

ildi ?
36%demccracy building process?

26%0

3246

Some role but Don't know/Can't |[they have important
Norole they are not active / Y P
onaffective say role

[seriesa 36% 27% 26% EEA 3%

Figure 2: What are the role of the young citizen in the pesate: democracy building process?

5.2.3. What should be the priorities of the LebanesGovernment?

We asked respondents to identify the top prioritiethe Lebanese government. Respondents
were allowed to give more than one answer and iftethppeace and security (66%), jobs (54%),
health, (36%), electricity (31%), and educationy@Xhs their main priorities. This suggests that
any approach to peace and democracy in Lebanontakgsinto account the strong desire on the
part of the people to have their most basic neees able 4; figure 3, respondents' current

main priorities, (Table 4, Figure 3).

Table 4: What should be the priorities of the Leba@svernmen

Frequency Percent
Valid  Health 25 35.7
Peace and secur 46 66
Educatiol 18 21
Job: 38 54.¢
Electricity 22 31.¢
Justict 2 3
Watel 1 1
Othel 14 2C
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What should be the priorities of the Lebanese overnment?
66%
54%
36%
31%
20%
3% 1%
[

Peace and
eace .Fm Jobs Health Electicity Justice Water Other

SECUI‘IW
Series1 66% 54% 36% 31% 3% 1% 20%

Figure 3Nhat should be the priorities of the Lebanese Guwent?

5.3. Attitudes toward Peace and Democracy in Lebamo
5.3.1. Achieving of Peace and Democracy in Lebanon

Student’'s respondents were asked if they beliee# feace and democracy could be
achieved in Lebanon. Almost half of respondeni&g} believed that Peace and Democracy
could be achieved in Lebanon, and a very high m¢age (44%) did not believe that Peace and
Democracy could be achieved in Lebanon, and (9%hdt know, (Table 5; Figure 4).

Table 5: Achieving of Peace and Democracy in Lebano
Frequency Percent
valig  Yes 33 47.1
Do Not Know 6 8.6
No 31 44.7
Total 70 100.0
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Could Peace and Democracy be achieved in Lebanon?

47%

44%

Yes No Do Not Know

[series1 | 47% | 44% \ 2%

Figure 4: Could Peace and Democracy be achievedianon?

5.3.2. How could we Achieve Peace and Democracyliebanon?

Student’s respondents were asked: how could weaelpeace and democracy in Lebanon.
The majority of the respondents (89%) believed pea democracy could be achieved through
“improving the economy” and even more believed peand democracy could be achieved
through “Support political parties or religious deas” (90%) or “Support the government”
(86%). And “Improve education and literacy” was riemed by 40 percent. Only 39 percent of
respondents associated achieving peace and demaooraebanon concept with the “dialogue
among the political parties or religious leadeR&spondents also linked peace and democratic
achievement with “Unite the Lebanese spirit inLalbanon” (31%), (Table 6; Figure 5).

Table 6: How could we achieve Peace and Democratghanon?

Frequency Percent
valid Improve the economy 62 88.6
Improve education and litera 28 40.C
Support the government 60 85.7
Support your political parties or religious leader 63 90.0
Dialogue among the political parties or religioaaders 27| 38.6
Unite the Lebanese spirit in all Lebanon 22 314
Other 0 0
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How could we achieve Peace and Democracy in Lebanon?
% 30%
89% 26% o
40% 38%
31%
Dialogue among
Improve Su.p.port yogr the Unitethe
Improve the Support the paolitical parties - .
education and political parties Lebanese spirit
economy . government or religious - i
literacy ar religious inall Lebanon
leader
leaders
Seriesl 89% 40% 86% 90% 38% 31%

Figure 5: How could we achieve Peace and Democdracgbanon?

5.3.3. Who should take action to bring about Pea@nd Democracy in Lebanon?

When student’s respondents were asked: who shaltd dction to bring about Peace and
Democracy in Lebanon, respondents generally belietreat the government was more
committed to the peace and democracy process liegpadlitical parties or religious leaders: the
majority of the respondents (96%) stated they tetliethe government was committed to
achieving peace and democracy, whereas more thae-tjuarters of respondents (79%)
believed the political parties or religious leadevas similarly committed. And (29%) of
respondents believe that “Groups & Organizations3usd be in charge of bringing peace and
democracy process. Only 9 percent of respondestsiaged the process of bringing peace and
democracy with the “Education institutes”, and i&téel as three percent of respondents believe
that bringing peace and democracy process shoulahbeered by the “Lebanese People” or

with “themselves”, (Table 7; Figure 6).

Table 7: Who should take the actions to bring al®mstce and Democracy in Lebanon?

Frequenc Percer
valid Education institutes 6 8.6
Government 67 95.7
Political parties or religious leaders 55 78.6
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Groups & Organizations 20 28.6
Lebanese People 2 2.9
Yourself 2 2.8
Who should take action to bring about Peace and Democracy in Lebanon?
96%
79%
29%
9%
— 3% 3%
I 44444 .
Education P0||t|ca.| parhes Group ahd ,
. Government or religious Organization |Lebanese People Yourselfn
institutes
leaders leaders
Seriesl 9% 96% 79% 29% 3% 3%

Figure 6: Who should take the actions to bring af®ace and Democracy in Lebanon?

5.4. Sense of Security
5.4.1. Who will protect You and Your Family?

A higher percentage (77%) of respondents felt thatpolitical/ or religious groups were
protecting them, and their family (67%). A smallrgentage (26%) felt that the police or the
governments are protecting them, and (11%) felt tloaone is protecting them or their family.
These figures may reflect the immediate need fgulementing adequate security measures,
(Table 8, Figure 6).

Table 8: Who will protect you and your family?

Frequenc Percer
Valid  Your political or religious leader 54 771
Your family 47 67.1
The police or the governme 18 25.7
The international communit 4 5.7
No one 8 114
Other 0 0
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Who will protect you and your family?
77%
67%
26%
11%
0
6% 3%
Your political or i The police or the The internationa
i .p Your family P i Noone Other
religious leader government community
Seriesl 77% 67% 26% 6% 11% 3%

Figure 6: Who will protect you and your family?

5.4.2. Do You Feel Safe in the Following Situatiofis

Respondents were also asked if they feel safe renge of situations: Talking openly in
public about your faith and belief; Talking opeiypublic about politics; Complaining to your
political or religious leader when you are a victoh theft or violence; Complaining to the
government when you are a victim of theft or videnIn general, around 60 percent of
respondents felt safe when complaining to theiitipal or religious leader when they are a
victim of theft or violence. Approximately half oéspondents felt safe talking openly in public
about their political view (53%). Slightly moreltfsafe talking about their religion (57%). A
small percentage (27%) felt safe when complainmthe police or the governments when they
are a victim of theft or violence. All of these iodtors point to the need to establish adequate

policing to deal with violence and crimes, (Tabld-RBjure 7).

Table 8: Do you feel safe in the following sitweais

Frequency Percent
valid Talking openly in public about your faith and bélie 40 571
Talking openly in public about politics 37 52.9
Complaining to your political or religious leadehen you are 3
victim of theft or violence 42 60.C
Complaining to the government when you are amidaif theft
or violence 19 271
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Do you feel safe in the following situations?
57%

60%

53%

27%

Talking openly in public
about your faith and
belief

Series1 57% 53% 60% 27%
Figure 7: Do you feel safe in the following sitoats

Complaining to your
political or religious
leader

Talking openly in public
about politics

Complaining to the police
or the government

6. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

This diversity within the Lebanese communities bi@ated tension which had created many
clashes in the country, some of which lead to owvdrs. The Lebanese constitution affirms
human rights; however, after thirty years of wad aiolence, Lebanon failed to carry on the true
meaning of democracy. Violence in Lebanon is béeogntommon phenomenon, which is
affecting the Lebanese family and society and nmapbrtance our young citizen. Against this
background, we conducted a survey in eight schadlebanon. The study aimed to capture the
attitudes of young citizen (15-17 years of agepdipeace and democracy.

The results of the assessment indicate that a [aamortion of young citizen feel the peace
and democracy process is largely related to thel “&nwar violence and conflict behaviors”;
and identify the top priorities of the Lebanese eyament should be to “Providing protection
and security”.  Almost one-thirds respondents teal they do not have any role in building
peace and democracy in Lebanon. (27%) of resposideriieve they do have some role but
ineffective; and (26%) were in the ‘They are notivee category. Only 3 percent believe that
they have an important role in building peace ashacracy in Lebanon. Thus, it is important to
design a project aims to increase young citizenle in peace and democracy building by
designing, and assume leadership roles in colléiberafforts. And unfortunately, the survey
found that more than half of the respondents (53#d)not believe (44%) or did not know (9%),

whether peace and democracy could be achieved lraniom. This is likely due to the
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continuous violence and conflict in the region.rtRarmore, data suggests that youngest citizen
has less faith in their government to address paadeno democratic issues than political or
religious leaders. The majority of the responddmtieved peace and democracy could be
achieved through “Support political or religiousdiers” (90%), and (86%) through the “Support
the government”. On the other hand, data sugdest most of young citizen stated that
government should be responsible to take actiobriog about peace and democracy into
Lebanon by (96%) and (79%) of the respondents\adi¢he political parties or religious leaders
was similarly committed, as little as three peragfiespondents believe that bringing peace and

democracy process should be answered by the “LebdPeople” or with “themselves”.

Results also indicate a very clear lack of a sefssecurity among respondents; (77%) of
respondents felt that the political/religious grewgere protecting them, and their family (67%).
A small percentage (26%) felt that the police @& ¢fovernments are protecting them, and (11%)
felt that no one is protecting them or their familfese figures may reflect the immediate need

for implementing adequate security measures.

Involving young citizen into the peace and demacrptocess is vital to both peace and
democracy structure in Lebanon. In most of the tiyeung citizen is manipulated to be
participants of violent behavior rather than anrimeent of peace. Young citizen involved in the
youth section of political parties are often theesithat engage in violent clashes among each
other and incite violent demonstration. The vickeof the young citizen section has increased
over the past year; its members are vulnerable aaipunlation to violence by their parties.
Increasing the role of young citizen in the decisioaking practices, giving them the chance to
shift from a role of violence to one of the contritrs, and attending to the essential aspect that
cause them to alternative to violence will be amantant factor of the country's successful
transition.

The seeds of peace must be sown in early childhoBdilding a sustainable peace and
democracy involves both ends of violence, contliehavior and providing peace education that
develops skills and attitudes that support the ldgwveent of a peaceseeking mindset. The
Lebanese education system is a powerful tool capablplaying an important role in young

citizen transitions in shaping the young citizengpect, and can prompt a nationwide peace and
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democracy. Peace education can play a valuableftoolesolving issues and repairing the
damage done to a society torn by war or strifee itlea of peace should be nurtured from the
very birth of independent thought; along with therds of Mahatma Gandhi “if we are to teach
real peace in this world and if we are to carryaoreal war against war, we shall have to begin
with the children.” Based on the findings of thesearch, we recommend that peace education
be integrated across the curriculum, in lessongedlsas activities.
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Data

Understanding of peace and democracy: respondeligséxd the three most important criteria for peace democracy:
(74%) End of war violence and conflict behaviors

(33%) Providing protection and security

(33%) Strong economy

(27%) Tolerant of the others’ religious or politiparties

(26%) Strong Government

(11%) Education

(4%) Other criteria

Understanding of peace and democracy: What isoleeof the Lebanese young citizen in the peacel@democracy building process?
(36%) No role

(27%) Some role but ineffective

(26%) They are not active

(9%) Don't Know/ Can't Say

(3%) They have important roles

Understanding of peace and democracy: Respondesusiad the priorities of the Lebanese governmentidipe as follows:
(36%) Health

(66%) Peace and security

(21%) education

(54%) Jobs

(31%) electricity

(3%) Justice

(1%) Water

(20%) Other

Attitudes toward peace and democracy in Lebanosp&edents’ attitude in achieving peace and demygdnacebanon:
(47%) Yes, can be achieved

(44%) No, can't be achieved

(9%) did not know

Attitudes toward peace and democracy in Lebanosp&sdents’ attitude how could we achieve peacedantbcracy in Lebanon
(89%) Improve the economy

(40%) Improve education and literacy

(86%) Support the government

(90%) Support your political parties or religioesader

(39%) Dialogue among the political parties or relis leaders

(31%) Unite the Lebanese spirit in all Lebanon

Attitudes toward Peace and Democracy: Respondsstsred the one who should take action to bringtgimace and democracy in Lebanon?
(9%) Education institutes

(96%) Government

(79%) Political parties or religious leaders

(29%) Groups & Organizations

(3%) Lebanese People

(3%) Yourself

Respondents Sense of Security: (respondents belielre will protect them and their family):
(77%) political or religious leader

(67%) family

(26%) police or the government

(6%) international community

(11%) No one

Sense of Security: (the respondents feel safeeifidlfowing situations?)

(57%) Talking openly in public about your faith apelief

(53%) Talking openly in public about politics

(60%) Complaining to your political or religiousalger when you are a victim of theft or violence
(27%) Complaining to the government when you avietam of theft or violence
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